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The Acquisition of the Negative Form of Japanese
as a Second Language in two English-speaking and one
French-speaking Infants :
The Development of Language Structure Based on Schema Generation

Yukari Hashimoto

Abstract
I conducted descriptive and quantitative analysis of spontaneous speech collected through
longitudinal field work with three L2 infants to clarify how L2 infants acquire the ability to use the
Japanese negative form. The following points were revealed. The target-like negative forms are obtained
by generating schemas for verb, adjective and noun adjective as well as negative suffix, and modifying
them. It indicates that the universal process from external position to internalized placement can be
explained using “a schema with a slot” (Hashimoto 2006, 2007, 2009). And L2 infants acquire suffix
schemas [1+nai for non past verbs, and [+janai for others in the first stage. This result is different from
the previous study for L1 infant acquisition. The [J+janai schema is used for communication and also
serves as bridge for acquiring other language structures. It was also clarified that L2 infants have one

more stage than L1 infants in acquiring the targeted Japanese.



